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Biographical Details

W. Hays Parks

W. Hays Parks entered federal service as a commissioned officer in the Marine Corps.  His initial service was as a reconnaissance officer.  He served in the Republic of Viet Nam (1968-1969) as an infantry officer and senior prosecuting attorney for the First Marine Division.   Subsequent assignments included service as a congressional liaison officer for the Secretary of the Navy.

In 1979 Mr. Parks resigned his regular commission to accept his present position as Special Assistant to The Judge Advocate General of the Army.  In that capacity he provides politico-legal advice to the Army Staff on matters ranging from special operations to directed energy warfare.  He was a legal adviser for the 1986 airstrike against terrorist-related targets in Libya, and had primary responsibility for the investigation of Iraqi war crimes during its 1990-1991 occupation of Kuwait.  He has served as a United States representative for law of war negotiations in New York, Geneva, The Hague and Vienna.

Mr. Parks occupied the Charles H. Stockton Chair of International Law at the Naval War College in 1984-1985.  In 1987 he served as a staff member on the Presidential Commission established to examine alleged security breaches in the U.S. Embassy in Moscow.  In 1989 he prepared the U.S. Government’s legal opinion defining assassination.  He has testified as an expert witness in cases against terrorists in the United States and Canada.  A retired colonel in the Marine Corps Reserve, he earned Navy-Marine Corps, Canadian and British Parachutist wings, U.S. Army Master Parachutist wings, and 82nd Airborne Centurion wings during his military career.  

Mr. Parks has lectured on the law affecting military operations at the National, Army, Air Force and Naval War Colleges; the service staff colleges; and other service schools.  An adjunct professor of international law at the American University School of Law, he has published articles in a variety of military and legal journals.  In 2001 he became the sixth person in the history of the United States Special Operations Command to receive that command’s top civilian award, the U.S. Special Operations Command Outstanding Civilian Service Medal.

