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Biographical Details

Dr. Thomas Gurtner

Dr. Thomas  Gurtner  joined  the  International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)  in  1988  after  having worked as a virologist in Africa for, among others, the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna.

He  has  carried  out  missions  in  Africa,  the  Middle East, Europe, the Caucasus  and  Asia,  and  has extensive experience in emergency relief and rehabilitation programmes.  Following the massacres in 1994, Thomas Gurtnerwas in charge of the ICRC's relief operation on behalf of Rwandan displaced persons and refugees in the Great Lakes Region of Africa.

He  later  spent almost three years in Afghanistan, first as Deputy Head of Delegation, then as Head of Delegation in one of the ICRC's longest-lasting and  largest  operations.  Before being appointed Head of the ICRC Regional Delegation  for  the  Pacific, he was in charge of the ICRC's delegation in Islamabad, Pakistan.

Thomas Gurtner is married and has one son.
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Biographical Details

Mr Alfred M Boll

Alfred  M  Boll  is the Legal Adviser to the International Committee of the Red  Cross  (ICRC) at its Regional Delegation for the Pacific (Suva), based in  Sydney.   He  has  worked  for the ICRC for over eight years, including three  years  at the ICRC's Regional Delegation for East Asia from 1995-97, which  covers  mainland China, Mongolia, North and South Korea, Japan, Hong Kong,  Macao,  Taiwan, Thailand, Laos and Vietnam, and was in charge of the ICRC's  Sub-delegation  in  Hong  Kong  from 1996-97.  Prior to this he was based  at  the  ICRC's  Regional  Delegation in Jakarta, working in various parts  of  Indonesia,  Malaysia,  and  East  Timor,  leading ICRC visits to detained  persons.  During this time he was responsible for the ICRC's work in Papua (Irian Jaya).

Mr  Boll  is  a  lawyer,  admitted  in  New  South  Wales,  where  he  is a non-practising  member of the Law Society, and to the Bars of the US States of  California  and  Wisconsin.   He has a BA (Honours) degree in Political Science  from the University of Chicago, and the degrees of JD (Law) and MA (Latin   American   and   Iberian   Studies)   from   the   University of Wisconsin-Madison.  He speaks several languages.

The  International  Committee  of  the  Red  Cross (ICRC) is an independent humanitarian  institution  which  States have entrusted with certain rights and  duties,  as  an  implementing  agent of international humanitarian lawtreaties.  As  a  neutral  intermediary  in  the event of armed conflict or unrest  it  endeavours, on its own initiative or on the basis of the Geneva Conventions,   to  bring  protection  and  assistance  to  the  victims  of international   and   non-international   armed   conflict   and   internal disturbances  and  tension.   Regardless  of  the specific legal provisions applicable  to a given conflict situation, the ICRC attempts to protect and assist  all  victims,  to  remind  the  parties  to  the  conflict of their obligations  under  humanitarian  law and States of their legal and ethical obligations   towards   the   victims  of  humanitarian  emergencies.   The institution,  which engages in massive protection and relief efforts around the  globe,  thus  also  recalls  the  many  "forgotten"  conflicts  to the international  community, doing its utmost to ensure that no victim is everforgotten.
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