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Biographical Details

Colonel Ian Denis Westwood

Colonel Westwood is currently posted as the Chief Judge Advocate (formerly known as the Judge Advocate Administrator) in the Defence Legal Office in Canberra.

Colonel Westwood was appointed to the Australian Army Legal Corps (Regular Army) in August 1983 as a Direct Entry Officer, leaving private practice in Sydney.  He had previously served in the Citizens Military Forces, firstly with Queensland University Regiment in 1972 and 1973 and subsequently in the Australian Army Legal Corps from 17 March 1981.

Colonel Westwood graduated as a Bachelor of Laws from the University of Sydney in 1977.  He was admitted as a solicitor of the Supreme Court of New South Wales in 1978.  He had previously served two years undergraduate articles of clerkship.  In 1993 Colonel Westwood obtained a Master of Laws degree from the United States Army Judge Advocate General’s School.

Colonel Westwood has been Legal officer at Headquarters 1st Brigade, Chief Legal Officer 3rd Military District, Legal Officer Headquarters Logistic Command as well as holding various staff appointments in the Directorate of Army Legal Services.  He has also held the appointments of Director Personnel Representations-Army and Director Complaints Resolution Agency.

Since 1992, Colonel Westwood has sat as a Judge Advocate (Military Judge) and as a Defence Force Magistrate.

In 1996 he was appointed as second counsel assisting the Blackhawk Board of Inquiry.

In October 1999 Colonel Westwood deployed to East Timor to establish and command the Detainee Management Unit.

He was promoted to Colonel in December 1996 and has held the appointment of Judge Advocate Administrator since February 1999.

Colonel Westwood is married and has one child.  He currently resides in Canberra.

