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Biographical Details 

Dr Helen Durham
Dr Helen Durham is the Australian Red Cross National Manager of International Humanitarian Law (IHL). In this role Helen oversees the IHL dissemination work carried out by Australian Red Cross and liaises with relevant Government Departments (in particular Defence), with elements of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and the non-Governmental community on current developments in IHL.

Helen is admitted as a Barrister and Solicitor in the Supreme Court of Victoria and the High Court of Australia and has an LL.B (Hons) and BA from The University of Melbourne.  She received a Doctorate of Juridical Science from The University Melbourne in 2000 having undertaken research at New York University.  Helen is a senior fellow at The University of Melbourne where she recently taught a post-graduate subject entitled Women and War.

In 1998, Helen was a member of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) delegation to the Diplomatic Conference in Rome to create an International Criminal Court and attended a number of the PrepCom meetings on this topic at the UN in New York.  In 2001 she was special legal adviser to the Australian Government at negotiations in Geneva to create a third Additional Protocol to the 1949 Geneva Conventions.

Helen has lectured widely in Australia and overseas on topics related to international law.  She has presented papers to academics, diplomats, the military and NGOs in Aceh and Jakarta as well as Macau, Geneva, Kuala Lumpur and Manila. Helen has also appeared a number of times on national television, radio and in the written press.

Helen has been awarded an Evans Grawemeyer Scholarship, a Queens Trust Fellowship and attendance at the Academic Council on the United Nations in The Hague. She is currently an Advisory Board member of The Asia-Pacific Military Law Centre and a Committee member of The Myer Foundation (Australia’s largest philanthropic organization).

