APCML Conference 20-22 Feb 02
                                        ADF Contributions to International 


                                                              & Operations Law

Biographical Details

Major General Gordon Risius CB

Major General Risius was born in Bournemouth in 1945 and educated at University College School, Hampstead and The Law Society’s College of Law.  After articles of clerkship with Pritchard Englefield & Co in London, he qualified as a solicitor in 1972.  He then spent six months with a firm of solicitors in Sydney, Australia before being commissioned into Army Legal Services in 1973.

His tours of duty have included Northern Ireland, initially as the “flying lawyer”, providing immediate legal cover for soldiers involved in shooting incidents; MOD (ALS2), as the editor of the Manual of Military Law; HQ 4th Armoured Division, where he set up a new legal branch; and Cyprus, where he additionally acted as Deputy Sovereign Base Area Judge.

Between 1989 and 1993 he was a regular instructor at the International Institute of Humanitarian Law, San Remo, Italy, of which he is now a member.  During the same period he was Secretary and Treasurer of the UK Group of the International Society for Military Law and the Law of War, and is now a Vice-President of the parent Society.  He has written on the law of armed conflict for the International Red Cross Review, and contributed a chapter to “The Gulf War 1990 - 91 in International and English Law”, published in 1994.

Having been appointed an Assistant Recorder (part-time Crown Court judge) in 1991, he was made a full Recorder in 1995.  He now sits at Blackfriars and Kingston-upon-Thames Crown Courts.

Major General Risius has been Director of Army Legal Services and the Army Prosecuting Authority since April 1997.  He was appointed CB in 2000.

